
03/04/17 

It was good to be returning to Ecuador after not being here for the month of February and this time I'm 

not by myself. A young man named Win McCullough had expressed his desire to serve the Lord 

somehow in missions and asked if he could come serve alongside me here in Ecuador. He is seeking 

God's will in this decision as he travels with me for the next few months. 

We left Raleigh Friday afternoon 30 min. late arriving in Miami just in time to make boarding time for 

our flight to Quito. Well that flight had mechanical problems so it was an hour late leaving Miami. We 

arrived safely, but late, in Quito about 9:30 PM. and in Salasaka about 12:30 AM. 

After dropping Win off at his Hostel in Pelileo I was in bed at 2:10 this morning. The thing about Salasaka 

is that at 6 AM the sun is up and every dog in town is barking so you're going to wake up whether you're 

ready or not. 

 

Looking from Ambato 

After unpacking we went to Ambato for a meeting with David Toapanta from PIBA. He is a 23-year-old 

young man who has been telling me for some time his heart’s desire to serve the Lord in missions. I 

introduced Win to him and told them of my desire to see other areas in Ecuador evangelized and Lord 

willing, more churches planted. 



I see God is at work here and if possible we need to join Him here in partnership with whomever God 

brings alongside.  

 

David leading worship at PIBA 

Between God showing me first David, who speaks very good English, now Win, four men attending 

Seminary from our disciplining group and the new area of La Paz it's obvious, John 4:34-38 let's lift our 

eyes and see! 

After a supper of chicken and French fries we went to training. The training this trip on stewardship will 

conclude the teachings that encompass the 12 signs of a healthy church, which has taken three years. 

Tonight's teaching was on what God's Word says about 4 areas involving money. How we as Christians 

should feel about it, how we should earn it, how we should spend it and how we should give it. 

The latter we will spend the rest of the week teaching on "Tithe" and on "Free Will Giving." 

I guess that's all for tonight. Tomorrow is church at Primera Iglesias Bautista Ambato (PIBA) and Iglesias 

Bautista Salasaka and whatever else the Lord has for us. 

Blessings, 

Guido  



Ecuador 03/05/17 

This morning we traveled to Ambato for the church service at PIBA. Pastor Jonathan was traveling to 

Brazil today so the guest pastor was Milton Bustos. The name may sound familiar to those of you who 

have been following the ministry for the past few years. Pastor Bustos is the president of the Ecuadorian 

Baptist Convention headquartered in Quito. He was one of Guillermo's teachers at the International 

Bible League when Guillermo was in his teens. I had the privilege of meeting him several years ago, 

during Guillermo's vetting process. 

 

Pastor Guillermo and Pastor Bustos 

Anyway, his sermon was taken from Numbers 20: 1-13 and he applied it to the situation Ecuador is in 

with their elections and all the turmoil here. His point was that if we will just trust in the Lord He will 

show us a way when we as humans can't find one. Once He shows the way to us He is faithful if we 

follow what He has shown.  

Pastor Bustos transitioned into his heart felt vision for the Baptist Association and that was to see the 

Gospel shared with other individuals, pastors mentoring other pastors and churches being planted. He 

said that in Ambato alone there are over 300,000 people who don't know Christ and what it means to be 

a Christian. 

 



He also said that in the Tungurahua province, where we minister, that per the population density there 

should be many more Baptist churches and the Church of Jesus Christ needs workers to go out and 

establish these churches. Pastor Bustos was calling men to go into His service. 

Isn't it wonderful that God took Pastor Jonathan to Brazil making it possible for David, Win, Guillermo, 

me and now you to know the heart of the Ecuadorian Baptist Convention.  

After the service at PIBA we went to lunch and then met Jose and Maria in Salasaka. 

Jose and Maria want to join the church in Salasaka but are members of a church in Ambato led by Pastor 

Felix. Jose doesn't want to leave his old church before explaining to the pastor his reasons for leaving, 

which are purely logistical. Jose wants us to go with him to talk to his old Pastor. We did and the 

meeting went extremely well with Pastor Felix expressing his gratitude for us coming. He was relieved 

that Jose and his family just didn't stop attending church.  (Pastor Felix and Jose below.) 

 

From Ambato, we went to SBC for the evening worship service. The message was on some of the 

expected challenges that a growing congregation can expect to experience and how we are not to get 

side-tracked by pettiness, selfishness, gossip, and factions. We are to be about Edification, Evangelism 

and Benevolence remembering who we are in Christ maintaining a spirit of thankfulness for His mercy. 

(Phil.2:1-5 with emphasis on v.5)  

 



 

 



 

Worshipping at Salasaka Baptist Church 

 

We celebrated the Lord's supper as commanded and as is our custom to do every month. Then we had a 

time of fellowship with tea and bread. It's wonderful to witness what God has and is doing here in the 

lives of so many different people in so many areas.  

Speaking of which, we had a new visitor to the church tonight, he was from La Paz. The area the Lord led 

us to in January. Please pray that the Spirit of God would do a mighty work there in the lives of the 

people in that community. 

Blessings, 

Guido 

 

 

 

 



03/06/17 

Today started with us visiting with Amparo at her hardware store. She wanted to talk to us about Tobias, 

her children's father, they are not married. Tobias was the one who made a profession of faith, got 

baptized, then left the church and said he wanted nothing to do with God. He is now living in Chiquicha 

and Amparo is in Salasaka. He is still drinking and staying away from the church. 

Amparo has told him that she misses her Christian family and wants to continue in the trainings and 

church on Sundays. He told her that she couldn't go because she needs to travel to his house and 

prepare his supper. It would take her 2 + hours traveling time to leave the shop, travel to Chiquicha, fix 

his supper and return to Salasaka for church or for training.   

We explained the fact that her son and daughter are seeing them as an example and they will grow 

exhibiting the same behavior. The question asked Amparo was, do you want your children growing up 

imitating Tobias's character? Refusing the Lord, abusing women and drinking. I told her that as a 

Christian she knows in her heart what she should do and then I asked her what her spirit was telling her. 

She said to stay in Salasaka, stay in the Word and stay with the local Body of Christ. We read John 15:1-

11 to her and she understand it. 

 

 

Guillermo, Amparo and Win 



We will have to see how this turns out but in the meantime please pray for Amparo's safety and her 

conviction to continue on the road to Sanctification. Please also pray for Tobias that if he is truly saved 

God would bring him to repentance.  

From there we went to visit Carlos and Mariuxi at her internet/copy shop. I took her and Carlos a study 

bible. They have been growing in the Lord and wanting to better understand God's Word. I left the next 

discipleship study with her to print so when I get back in April we can start our Old Testament overview. 

 

 

Mariuxi and Carlos 

 



After lunch, we went to Ambato to get a fuel leak on my truck fixed and then back to Salasaka for a 

meeting with Patricio and Mercedes. We spent time encouraging them and getting their feedback on 

the training we have been providing.  

 

 

Patricio and Mercedes holding wedding picture. 

 

The discipleship training tonight was attended by 27 of us and the study was on, “Whose Money is it 

Anyway?” How we are accountable to God for how we spend His money and how we use it to further 

His kingdom. 

Tomorrow night we will look at what giving was like in the Old Testament, what was “Freewill Giving" 

and what was “Required Giving". 

I guess that is all for this day, 

Guido  

 



Ecuador 03/07/17 

Today started with breakfast at Guillermo's consisting of eggs, bacon and Wenda's biscuits. Elvia has 

gotten good at home made from scratch biscuits. 

 

Driving to Chiquicha (above and below and a pig in the middle). 

 



 

 

From there we drove to Chiquicha to try and find Tobias.  Amparo had asked us to see if we could 

encourage him to change is lifestyle. He was not at home so we went to Elsa and Juan's and they were 

not at home. 

We decided to stop and see if Mauricio and Daniella were home while we were in the area and they 

were. As soon as we walked in Mauricio informed us that he and Daniella were definitely getting 

married and wanted to know when I was coming next. 

I have been talking to them about this for 3 years when Daniella first got pregnant. 

When I was here in December their excuse was that he didn't have the money to go to Pelileo to get 

married. I gave Mauricio $20 to pay for the taxi and license but he didn't go. Well today he told me he 

still had the $20 and was going to use it this April 7th. or the 14th. They only want about 20 people to 

attend because that's all they can afford to feed. Mauricio and Daniella were not planning on inviting 

her parents because her father and Mauricio's family have a feud going.  

Daniella's father is well to do and Juan, Mauricio's father is poor. Mauricio is not good enough for her 

and so it goes. Mauricio said Daniella's father told them that he would pay to have 300 people at their 

wedding if only Mauricio would get on his knees and ask. You can imagine how that went over. I advised 

Mauricio to do the right thing and invite him despite all the family junk.  



We will see what happens but please pray for this couple as they seek to be obedient by entering into a 

marriage covenant.  

 

 

 

We left Chiquicha and drove to El Florida to see Jannet but we found out that she stayed at the Coast 

with her husband Louise. Sergio told us that she called him last week and told him her visit with Louise 

was going to be a long one. 

We left El Florida and went to Pelileo to look for better living accommodations for Win and future teams 

who God might bring here. We found a newer place for the same price with large bathrooms, closer to 

Salasaka, with breakfast and a garage.  



 

 



You may find this interesting. On Sunday, Pablo asked Aurora to remember to water the cow. However, 

when Pablo checked Monday on the cow, the cow was dead. Aurora forgot to water the cow. Not 

wasting any time, Pablo skinned it and threw in the back of his pick-up truck and headed to the market 

to sell it and at a good price; no bone/$1.50 and with the bone only $1.00 per pound!  

 

 

This gives a whole new meaning to tailgating BBQ. 



 

 

Training tonight was on freewill giving and required giving found in the Bible before Moses. It's 

interesting that in Genesis 4:3 Cain and Abel brought a volunteer offering, not commanded. 

Genesis 8:20 Noah brought the same volunteer offering, not commanded. Abraham in Gen. 12:7 

brought a freewill offering, not commanded. These are examples of freewill giving out of love and 

thankfulness. 

The first mention of the tithe, dekatoo, the tenth was in Gen. 14:20 when Abraham gave Melchizedek a 

tenth of the best of what he had, voluntarily out of thankfulness for what God did for him. In Gen. 28:22 

Jacob gave, arbitrarily, a tenth, not commanded. 

It's not until Gen. 41:34 that we see required giving when Joseph recommended they collect 20% of all 

that was produced in Egypt, required giving, tax. 

 

Tomorrow night we will look at freewill and required giving from the time of Moses to Jesus. 

 

Good night,💤🌙  

Guido 

 



Ecuador 03/08/17 

Today was an easy day comparatively. My breakfast consisted of two packs of nabs and a Diet 

Coke, breakfast of champions! 

We went first to Ambato to the laundry and then to Condorahua to visit with Orlando, Segundo's 

son who was in the bad motorcycle wreck last year, and Marcia. When we arrived Jannet was 

there also helping sew jeans.  

We had a good visit but Orlando has not been attending church and when asked why he said he 

hasn't had time. I reminded him that all the time he has now he owes to the grace of God. That 

his life was spared for him to use it for His glory. During prayer requests Marcia asked that the 

Holy Spirit would put in Orlando's heart a desire to attend church. She also asked that her 

conviction to get married in the church be honored by Orlando. 

Jannet asked for prayer for the training she and other members of the Condorahua Baptist 

Church will be attending Saturday at PIBA. The training is on evangelism and Jannet prays that 

through the training it will bring people in her community to Christ. She also asked for prayer for 

her brother Javier. He is discouraged because he doesn't have money to pay for his next semester 

at Seminary. My prayer is that his congregation will see the blessing he will be able to provide 

them upon completing Seminary and start contributing to his school. Orlando asked that God 

would provide him the opportunity to get a driver’s license. 😞 

After leaving Condorahua we went to lunch and then spent the rest of the afternoon looking at 

land. The SBC has been praying for their own land to build on. 

 

Before the nights training the children wanted to do an “ice-breaker.”  



The training tonight was attended by 25 of us and was on required giving and freewill giving 

from Moses to Jesus. We studied how God commanded giving for the Israelites was more than 

23%. then came the first fruits offering on top of that. (Prov. 3:9-10) (Freewill offering) 

As you can imagine there were a lot of questions. (Picture sent) 

Tomorrow night we will focus on Prov. 11:24-25. 

Well that's all for today, 

Guido  

 

 

 

Ecuador 03/09/17 

The morning started with no water in the apartment and a trip to Ambato to pick up Guillermo. 

He had taken his car to get his car seat fixed. From there we went to pick up the laundry but I 

was too early so I will need to come back tomorrow. She said it would be ready by 1PM today 

but I kind of doubt it. 

Then we went to Pelileo to have some legal work done at the Notary. This took from 10AM to 

1PM. We then drove to Pablo's for lunch and a Bible study.  

The study was on Proverbs 31:10-31, the application of a mother’s teaching. After the Bible 

study Aurora served lunch consisting of potatoes, rice, corn and a "pork chop." The reason I have 

pork chop in parenthesis is because mentally I wanted it to be a pork chop and not part of the 

cow from the report two days ago. 

After lunch, at 3:30 PM, we went to Pelileo to drop Win off at his Hostel so he could do stuff. I 

dropped Guillermo off at his house so he could do stuff and then I went to check my apartment 

to see if there was any water. To my delight, I had water so I took a late afternoon shower while I 

could. I may be home before I get another chance. 

Training tonight was on the New Testament teaching concerning freewill giving and how it's 

spontaneous, voluntary, and from a grateful heart. Giving is investing in God! (1 Cor. 9:6-8) 



 

A time of prayer after training. 

 

Tomorrow night we will be studying what the New Testament says about Sacrificial Giving.  

Well this is the end of another day God gave me, 

Guido  

 

 

 

 

 



Ecuador 03/10/18 

Today several people from PIBA met for prayer at 5:30 AM.  

 

 

They are praying that God will bless them with land to build their own church. 



From there Guillermo went to the market and bought 6 chickens and took them to El Florida to 

have them cooked. They are for the fellowship and Birthday celebrations tonight.  

At 8:30 am we had breakfast at PIBA with Pastor Jonathan. We met to discuss the upcoming 

events taking place in La Paz and the surrounding area. 

During the week of May 21, a medical team will be coming and they are going to La Paz, the 

new ministry area. While the team is there people from the SBC and PIBA are going to present 

the Gospel to the people being seen and let them know that we are going to start another 

discipling group.  

We will start the discipleship training with Fundamentals of the Faith again; the very first study 

we did in Salasaka. PIBA, Pastor Jonathan’s church, will furnish copies of the book in Spanish 

since they have gone through the study in Sunday School. 

David or someone from PIBA will be doing the translation with Win leading the teachings. In 

talking with Jonathan, he and I would like some teams to come and teach some Christian 

Education classes to the church and have a joint women's discipleship for PIBA, SBC, 

Condorahua, and even involve the parents of the children in the PIBA school, we will see. 

After our meeting, we went and cleaned my truck, had lunch, and pre-packed for our trip home 

tomorrow. 

The next thing today was our training time. There were 28 of us tonight and we studied about 

giving sacrificially using Mark 12:41 as our primary text.  

Vanessa, Win, and Teresa all have Birthdays this month so a traditional Ecuadorian Birthday 

celebration was held tonight after the training. We fellowshipped, had a meal, and Birthday 

Cake.  



 

Vanessa, Win and Teresa looking forward to the “tradition” of smashing the face in the cake! 

Although, no one would have known it was Win’s birthday on Saturday if Eliza hadn’t thrown 

her own husband under the bus by letting us all know! 

 

 

Below, Teresa is being “honored” at her birthday, she survived but the cake did not. 

 



 

 



 

Vanessa celebrates turning 16… 

 



 

This is Win after his face was smashed in the cake. 

Win made the mistake of telling Guillermo that he had never eaten guinea pig…this from a guy 

who doesn’t even eat eggs! You may remember from past reports that the guinea pig is 

considered a delicacy in Ecuador or at least Salasaka, Ecuador. Guillermo wanted Win to 

experience more of his culture. 

In preparation for Win’s meal, the guinea pig is skinned before cooking… 



 



 

Win eating at the table of honor and is served his guinea pig. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A meal of chicken, rice, potatoes, and corn on the cob was prepared for everyone else. 

 

That is about it for this trip. We leave at 3:30 AM for the airport and Lord willing landing in 

Raleigh about 5:30PM tomorrow. 

See you in church, 

Guido 

 


